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° 4 Challenge 


to the Cliwrch 


By RALPH E. NORTHRUP 
Roanoke, Virginia 


“The harvest is past, the sum- 
mer is ended, and we are not 
saved. For the hurt of the daugh- 
ter of my people am I hurt; I 
am black; astonishment hath tak- 


UDAH IN Jerusalem (Zion), 

the fountainhead of all Is- 

rael, the spiritual center, is 
corrupt, idolatrous, in a backslid- 
den condition. With their graven 
images and strange vanities, they 
have provoked God to wrath until, 
as it were, His face is black with 
pent-up rage, and the heart of 
God is astonished and amazed 
that His chosen ones, upon whom 
He had bestowed much, would do 
as they were doing. This condi- 
tion of the daughter of His peo- 
ple and the way they have hurt 
themselves, has hurt Him and 
grieved His heart. It is now the 
time of reaping; God’s decision is 
made. Through the Spirit, the cry 
of the prophet Jeremiah, as it 
were the voice of God Himself, is 
heard to exclaim: “The harvest is 
past, the summer is ended, and 
we are not saved.” “Is there no 
balm in Gilead; is there no phy- 
sician there?” There was no ex- 
cuse; God had helped them, had 
eo: them the balm of His Spirit, 


en hold on me. Is there no balm 
in Gilead; is there no physician 
there? why then is not the health 
of the daughter of my people re- 
covered?” Jeremiah 8:20-22. 


and His love, and had sent His 
Word to heal them through His 
prophets, but the daughter of His 
people had hardened their hearts 
and turned to their strange vani- 
ties, rather than obey the voice 
of the Lord. 

Years and years later, in 33 A.D., 
we see another similar scene as 
the Lord Jesus Christ weeps over 
Jerusalem: “And when he was 
come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst 
known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong 
unto thy peace! but now they are 
hid from thine eyes” (Luke 19: 
41-42). 

As a minister of the gospel and 
of the Church of God, I am won- 
dering if we as a whole had our 
spiritual eyes open, could we see 
in the Spirit, and hear in the 
Spirit, the Lord Jesus, and also 
God, our heavenly Father, weep 
and again say, “For the hurt of 
the daughter of my people am I 
hurt.” We have had, and are still 


having, revival meetings after re- 
vival meetings, camp meetings, 
city-wide rallies for which many 
of us spend much time in prayer, 
and sleepless nights, and we see 
a measure of success. Yet’ count- 
less thousands are still unsaved, 
and many of God’s chosen ones 
(Christians) are indifferent and 
selfish, with but little compassion 
for the lost and little responsibility 
for the church. 


We ministers, like Jeremiah, are 
seeing today corruption and idol- 
atry creeping into the church 
(spiritual Zion) among God’s cho- 
sen vessels; our hearts are made 
heavy, and we know God also is 
hurt. We see Paul’s warning to 
Timothy being fulfilled today: 
“For men shall be lovers of their 
own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, With- 
out natural affection, trucebreak- 
ers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are 
good, Traitors, heady, highminded, 
lovers of pleasures more than 
lovers of God; Haying a form of 
godliness, but denying the power 
thereof,” (2 Timothy 3:2-5). We 
entreat, teach, and preach; yet 
people turn to their strange vani- 
ties and images. When things begin 
to slow up, or a revival spirit is 
lacking, they blame the preacher 
instead of asking God what is 
wrong and letting Him show the 
true condition. Some persist in go- 
ing fishing, hunting, picnicking, 
and pleasure riding on Sunday; 
many men and women dress in 
attire that covers but little, laugh 
and whisper in church, and pay 
little attention to the sermon be- 
ing brought for their benefit. Some 
come to church only when they 
feel like it, most of the time being 
very late, and feel free to. leave 
noisily while the altar call is being 
given, with seemingly no concern 
about a lost soul. On prayer meet- 
ing nights only a few attend and 
these pray but little. Hours are 
spent watching television, but if 
the preacher speaks over fifteen 
minutes, it is too long. There are 
a lot of good things about tele- 
vision, but when we let our tele- 
vision, radio, book, or company 
come between us and the worship 
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of God and the fellowship of the 
saints at church, it is time to 
prayerfully check our _ spiritual 
condition and see what is wrong, 
who is wrong, and how it is wrong. 
The church began on the Day of 
Pentecost with a great outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost, and much time 
was spent in attending church 
and being together. Today in 
many places we could summarize 
it as: 


a. Fossilized Christianity instead of 
apostolic, 

b. Glacial thinking resulting in a 
religion without power, 

c. Ritual without reality, 


d. Discipline without dynamics, 
e. Sanctions without success, 

f. Intellect without insight, 

g. Emphasis without experience, 
h. Finesse without fire. 


The large Dry Falls in eastern 
Washington is where a mighty 
torrent of water once flowed. 
Many travelers go to view this 
strange sight, but I had rather 
view and hear the mighty torrents 
of active Niagara Falls; so should 
we have a spiritual appetite not 
for an image of ‘a dead memory, 
but for where the torrents of 
God’s Spirit are flowing. If we will 
allow Him to use our vessels, and 
present our bodies a living sacri- 
fice, unto Him, submissive to His 
will, the attractions of the flesh 
will have no appeal to our senses. 
We must ever be conscious that 
when we neglect our Lord, and 
one another, we hurt Him; when 
we hurt Him, we injure ourselves 
more than many realize. We must 
not worry nor become overanxious 
about earthly things which upset 
us, but trust wholly in Him, as 
Paul stated, “Be careful for noth- 
ing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiv- 
ing let your requests be made 
known unto God,” (Philippians 
4:6). We must always check our 
lives closely with the Word of God 
and His Spirit, and see that they 
agree; the devil. always tries to 
imitate everything that God and 
Jesus does. 

Jesus founded a church, so did 

the devil; 





Jesus has a doctrine (that of 
His Father), the devil has 
a doctrine (1 Timothy 
4:1); 

Jesus has ministers, so does the 
devil (2 Corinthians 11:13- 
15); 

Jesus performed miracles, so 
does the devil (Revelation 
13:13, 14). 


One of the dangers to the Chris- 
tian is false teaching getting into 
the mind and diverting him from 
the simple gospel of Christ. A 
Christian should not allow him- 
self to get mad or angry at the 
minister, or the church body as a 
whole, nor to pull out of the 
church, or neglect his salvation 
through overwork, cares of this 
life, little prayer, and failure to 
read God’s Word. 

It is to this end that Satan 
transforms himself (changes his 
appearance into an angel of light. 
How few realize that Satan can 
give spurious (false, twisted) light 
to the mind, even light about a 
false christ who is not the Lord, 
and even minister another spirit, 
which is not the Holy Ghost, and 
through his instruments preach a 
gospel (tidings) which is not the 
gospel of Christ. (Check closely 
2 Corinthians 11:3, 4.) 

Some of the things that hurt 
the church are: 


a. Love for money more than God 
and His righteousness, 

b. Too much jesting, which is not 
convenient, 

c. Loose imaginations, and telling 
smutty stories and jokes, 

d. Neglecting wilfully the daily 
reading of the Bible, 

e. Thoughtless and idle conversa- 
tion, 

f. Secret moral irregularities, 

Backbiting and evil surmising, 

Lying, exaggeration, withhold- 

ing tithes or misappropriating 

them, 

i. Trickery in business or in con- 
tests and drills in church, etc., 

j. Failing to testify in church, or 
to witness elsewhere, 

k. Adultery and fornication, and 
being too free with the opposite 
sex, 


rm 


1. Neglecting to attend church, 
habitually coming late, and not 
giving attention to the preach- 
ing, 

m. Visiting questionable places, 
and allowing pleasures on Sun- 
day to keep you from church, 


n. Having unclean habits that de- 
file the body and mind, 


o. Irreverence to ministers and to 
God’s house. 


By now, dear readers, we believe 
you have been able to see and 
hear with us what God the Father 
and Jesus Christ the Son, see and 
hear today in America and abroad. 
Let us hear the knocking and the 
voice of the Lord at the door of 
the church and our hearts: “Be- 
hold, I stand at the door, and 
knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me. To him 
that overcometh will I grant to 
sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his 
throne. He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith 
unto the churches,” (Revelation 
3:20-22). Otherwise, we will hear 
the lament of the Lord as He 
lamented over Jerusalem in the 
days of old, as recorded in Luke 
13:34, 35: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
which killest the prophets, and 
stonest them that are sent unto 
thee [today one can kill the min- 
ister’s influence, and stone him 
with unkind words, and evil sur- 
misings, cut off his income to 
hinder him, etc.]; how often would 
I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, as a hen doth gather her 
brood under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate [the Spirit 
has withdrawn; no revival fire 
burns]: and verily I say unto you, 
Ye shall not see me, until the 
time come when ye shall say, 
Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” 

Yes, “For the hurt of the daugh- 
ter of my people am I hurt.” Let 
us overcome, and be ready. 





Not even a Bible verse can do 
its work unless it is understood. It 
is not religion to the child until it 
is a message from God for his heart. 
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Signs 
of 





Time 


By RUBY TARRANCE 
Bremen, Kentucky 


FEW MONTHS ago news- 

papers carried the weird 

story of an army of little 
green men from outer space who 
had invaded a farm in Christian 
County, Kentucky. The family told 
the sheriff and reporters about 
battling with the men for hours 
in the pigpen and around their 
farm. Finally they drove them 
away. 

Newsmen were baffled. They 
could not decide whether they had 
seen the reflection of a television 
set or whether the family was 
intoxicated. Eventually the story 
was given up as a publicity stunt. 

Since then, man has invaded 
outer space. The stories of Sput- 
nik, Mutnik, missiles, and anti- 
missiles make headlines’ that 
sound almost as fantastic as the 
story of the little green men. All 
about us, we see evidence of 
alarm. Spirits are dampened with 
man-made missiles. Civil defense 
is informing our children how to 
protect themselves from radiation. 
There are the questions of arm- 
ament and disarmament, of how 


* far into space national control 
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shall go. 

When will the first destructive 
guided missile be unleased on 
some unsuspecting country? Per- 
haps President Eisenhower gave 
the best answer when he said, 
“Without a moral and spiritual 
awakening, we may soon find our- 
selves going up in the dust of an 
atomic explosion.” 

Jesus spoke of this great phase 
of fear. ‘“Men’s hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after 
those things which are coming on 
the earth: for the powers of heav- 
en shall be shaken” (Luke 21:26). 
His Word is also clear concerning 
what to do. “Watch ye therefore, 
and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all 
these things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son 
of man” (Luke 21:36). 


Communists Predict Bad Times 


THE Communists are 
using Sputnik III to ridicule re- 








ligion. The newspapers say that 
the Soviet Union and her satel- 
lites will finally remove the “leg- 
endary figure of God” from the 
throne and rid people of their 
“superstitious beliefs.” 

Zinonieff said, “We shall grap- 
ple with the Lord God. In due 
time we shall vanquish Him from 
the highest heaven, and where He 
seeks refuge, we shall subdue Him 
forever.” Lenin’s orders are un- 
changed: “First we will take east- 
ern Europe, then the masses of 
Asia; then we will encircle the 
United States, which is the last 
bastion of capitalism.” 

A German countess, too, scoffed 
at religion. She prepared her 
springboard to eternity about one 
hundred years ago. She was espe- 
cially opposed to the doctrine of 
the resurrection. Before her early 
death at thirty, she gave orders 
that her grave should be covered 
with a slab of granite. Around it 

(Continued on page 10) 








“Then said he unto me, Son 
of man, lift up thine’ eyes 
now the way toward the north. 
So I lifted up mine eyes 
the way toward the north, and 
behold northward at the gate of 
the altar this image of jealousy 
in the entry. He said furthermore 
unto me, Son of man, seest thou 
what they do? even the great 
abominations that the house of 
Israel committeth here, that I 
should go far off from my sanc- 
tuary? but turn thee yet again, 
and thou shalt see greater abomi- 
nations. And he brought me to 
the door of the court; and when I 
looked, behold a hole in the wail. 
Then said he unto me, Son of 
man, dig now in the wall: and 
when I had digged in the wall, 
behold a door. And he said unto 


HE MIDDLE clause of the 
J swerttn verse will be the 
text and subject of this ser- 
mon: “Every man in the chambers 
of his imagery.” But first, let us 
observe the origin of the two 
words, CHAMBERS and IMAGERY. 
Chambers comes from the Hebrew 
word CHEDER (khad-ar’), which 
means: apartment, innermost part, 
parlor, and within. Imagery, from 
the same Hebrew lexicon, comes 
from the word MASKIYTH (mas- 
keeth’) which implies a _ figure 
carved on stone, on a wall, or any 
object; figuratively it may be de- 
fined as imagination, conceit, 
image, picture, wish. In other 
words, the chambers of imagina- 
tion are not outward where some- 
one can see them, but somewhere 
down in the deep depository of 
the mind, there is an apartment, 
or a parlor, where the soul of man 
courts that which it secretly har- 
bors, that which it loves so dearly. 
It also attracts that which he 
fears, and through this medium, 
it reaches the height of its 
cherished ambitions. In this sec- 
tion of the mind is where we 
carve on the wall of our imagi- 
nation things which are bad, or 
things which are good; it is en- 
tirely left up to us. 
In this passage, God is talking 
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me, Go in, and behold the wicked 
abominations that they do here. 
So I went in and saw; and behold 
every form of creeping things, and 
abominable beast, and all the 
idols of the house of Israel, pour- 
trayed upon the wall round about. 
And there stood before them sev- 
enty men of the ancients of the 
house of Israel, and in the midst 
of them stood Jaazaniah the son 
of Shaphan, with every man his 
censer in his hand; and a thick 
cloud of incense went up. Then 
said he unto me, Son of man, hast 
thou seen what the ancients of 
the house of Israel do in the dark, 
EVERY MAN IN THE CHAMBERS 
OF HIS IMAGERY? for they say, 
The Lord seeth us not; the Lord 
hath forsaken the earth,” Ezekiel 
8:5-12. 


to Ezekiel. Why He did not talk 
to him in an audible voice like 
He did at other times and with 
other prophets is beside the point; 
the thing that interests me is that 
He got the message over to him. 
Here is a vision which presents 
the corrupted and depraved state 
of Judah to the man of God. The 
people of Israel had fallen into 
heathen idolatry in its most 
shameful and nefarious forms. It 
was Ezekiel’s mission to bring 
them back to God and the sweet 
fellowship of His holiness. 
Notice how God reveals their 
sins by degrees. First he showed 
Ezekiel the idol of jealousy, (that 
green-eyed monster that is as 
cruel as the grave), at the gate 
of the altar; then He brought him 
to the door of the court, and Eze- 
kiel saw a hole in the wall. (Some 
of you reading this article may 
think you have your secret sins 
well covered, but God will find 
a hole in the wall, and will reveal 
your iniquities to that man or 
woman who is yielded to Him; 
your sins will find you out). After 
digging there awhile, the prophet 
came to a door and God invited 
him in for a visit. Inside, as you 
already know from our context, he 
was shown the core and nucleus of 
their sin—their IMAGINATION! 





False worship was being carried 
on in the subterranean chambers 
under the very foundations of the 
temple. In the temple above was 
the form of worship of the true 
God; in the chambers of imagery 
was dedicated worship to heathen 
gods. I feel that God’s reasons for 
letting Ezekiel know this evil by 
degrees was to show the caution 
taken by these humbugs and pre- 
tenders to conceal and cover their 
sins. 


Man seldom sins in the open; 
he usually finds a dark place or 
some concealed pigeonhole to com- 
mit his evil acts. However, there 
are some who are void of judg- 
ment, and seemingly have passed 
the point of no return, as far as 
the fear of God and their eternal 
destiny are concerned. This type 
has no forethought whatsoever; 
they do care not what time or 
day it is. Israel and these men 
had a conscience, but they did 
these things in the dark, because 
they knew they would be reproved 
if they did them in the light. 


THAT WAS THE es- 
sence of this vision? Israel was 
worshiping the created rather 
than the Creator; they were wor- 
shiping the creature, the abomin- 
able creeping things rather than 
God. Today our country is being 
deluged and flooded with juvenile 
and adult idolatry. There is not a 
settlement, community, city, or 
town that has not felt its weight 
and impact. I know that in Africa 
the heathen worship crocodiles, be- 
lieving that those things are their 
gods. In India the sacred cow re- 
ceives more attention than a lot 
of children do here in America. 
But we don’t have to go to Africa 
or some other country across the 
ocean to find idolatry. If we would 
look in our own back yards, in 
our own front rooms, and even 
in our own churches, we would 
find many of our parents, chil- 
dren, and church members of all 
religious movements worshiping 
the creature rather than the 
Creator. There are some people 
today who live and thrive off 
these continued soap operas (if I 
may term them as such), when 


the weekend comes, they can * 
































hardly wait until it rolls by and 
Monday comes again so they can 
find out what the mystery is or 
will be. God knows my heart, I 
do not ride hobbyhorses; I never 
have, and trust that I never will. 
Neither am I trying to be fanati- 
cal, but only factual. When church 
members, and Christian professors 
get to the place that they know 
and care more about six-gun Tony 
than they do about Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, do you not 
believe that somewhere and at 
sometime in the chambers of their 
mind they pushed God out of 
their hearts. Like the ancients of 
the house of Israel and the Laodi- 
cean and Ephesian churches men- 
tioned in Revelation, they have 
lost their first love, and today are 
but similar facsimiles of what they 
used to be. 

I know there are certain fac- 
tions of the church today that are 
so pharisaical and love to point 
their fingers at that man or 
woman who does not have enough 
intestinal fortitude to walk past 
the saloon or the poolroom; if that 
person succumbs or yields him- 
self as an instrument unto un- 
righteousness, the _  pharisaical 
group likes to make such a public 
gazing-stock and say: “Didn’t I 
tell you so! I knew he would never 
stand.” Many times those who are 
so fast to judge and pass sentence 
are within themselves UNFIT 
TEMPLES FOR THE HOLY 
GHOST! Jesus Himself describes 
them in Luke 11:39, “Ye Phari- 
sees make clean the outside of 
the cup and the platter; but your 
inward part is full of ravening 
and wickedness.” They can tell 
others how to live; yet they them- 
selves are bound by their own 
secret sins. 


On the other hand, this cham- 
ber could be considered as the 
place where the people went to 
have their idol worship, make 
their ungodly sacrifices, and bath 
their minds in voluptuousness and 
sensuality. Do you realize that 
there are some people in the world 
today who cannot come to church, 
cannot pray, cannot bow on their 
knees and seek God sincerely for 
five minutes without having to 


£ pay homage and _ reverential 


tribute with their minds to that 
creature of lust, that they have 
worshiped for so long? There are 
some people whose minds are 
dominated, controlled, permeated, 
and saturated with the very 
thoughts of evil and ungodliness. 
Why? Because they are bound and 
possessed by their chambers of 
imagination. 

Lastly, this could be taken as 
an emblem of their impure 
“imaginations’—the lust of the 
carnal mind, the impure thoughts 
and desires of the heart which 
war against God and His Spirit. 
Can you recognize the established 
fact that a man is LITERALLY 
what he thinks? Proverbs 23:7 
states, “For as he thinketh in his 
heart, so is he.” A man’s very 
character is the sum of his 
thoughts and imaginations. As a 
plant springs from the seed, every 
action and every act of man 
spring from the hidden seeds of 
thought and cannot make an ap- 
pearance without them. This ap- 
plies to spontaneous, unpremedi- 
tated, and deliberate thoughts. An 
act is a blossom of imagination 
and thought; joy and suffering 
are its fruits. Thus does a man 
garner the sweet and bad fruitage 
of his own husbandry. A God- 


like and noble character is not 
something that just happens; it 
is the natural result of continuous 
effort and right thinking. Man is 
either made or unmade by him- 
self. In the armory of thought 
he forges the weapons by which 
he destroys himself, or fashions 
the tools by which he builds for 
himself heavenly mansions of 
PEACE, JOY, AND STRENGTH. 
With the right choice and appli- 
cation of thought, man ascends 
to higher realms, but by abuse 
and wrong application, he des- 
cends below the level of the beast. 
Between these two extremes are 
all the grades of character, and 
man is their maker and master. 
Remember, MAN IS THE MASTER 
OF THOUGHT, THE MOLDER OF 
CHARACTER, THE MAKER AND 
SHAPER OF CONDITION, EN- 
VIRONMENT, AND DESTINY. 


Mark 17:21-23 says: “For from 
within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, Thefts, 
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, 
lasciviousness, an ,evil eye, blas- 
phemy, pride, foolishness: All 
these evil things come from with- 
in, and defile the man.” James 


(Continued on page 11) 
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HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON 


“The Greatest Gift” 


Romans 6:23, “. .. but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


an abundance, neither silver, nor even precious 
stones, “but God gave his only begotten Son,” 
truly the greatest Gift. 

Let us look at the troubled world preceding this 
Gift. All spiritual, moral, and natural laws were brok- 
en. Zephaniah 3:4 describes it thus, “Her prophets 
are light and treacherous persons: her priests have 
polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to 
the law.” The 7th verse says, “I said, Surely thou 
wilt fear me, thou wilt receive instruction; so their 
dwelling should not be cut off, howsoever I punished 
them: but they rose early and corrupted all their 
doings.” Because of this gross sin against all the 
principles of good and against the commandments of 
God, something had to be done. Someone had to pay 
the penalty of sin, “For the wages of sin is death”; 
someone had to die. The proper one should be the 
transgressor. From that point of view, we all are 
guilty and must pay the penalty for the Bible says, 
“All have sinned.” 

This must have been a great day for the forces 
of evil. Satan knew that God was just and that He 
would not deviate from the word which He had spok- 
en. If others, such as Satan and his followers, had 
to pay the price of transgression and “If God spared 
not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to 
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to 
be reserved unto judgment” (2 Peter 2:4), then the 
peoples of earth also must pay for their sins. See the 
smirk on the face of the king of demons, hear the 
laughter as his demon hordes roll with fits of glee. 
They thought, “God can do nothing now but destroy 
His creation.” 

Imagine the sorrow that gripped heaven and its 
angel hosts. It was hard to see the sadness that must 
have shown on the face of God. No doubt all looked 
like failure and every effort for man useless. Man 
was created in the image of God. Either he had to 
pay or God who created him must pay the penalty 
for sin. 

Justice and the law demands, “Here is the case and 
the evidence man deserves to die.’”’ Mercy has made 
her plea, but judgment sits on the throne to pass the 
established written sentence against sinners—‘“The 
wages of sin is death.” In this hour of impending 
eternal judgment, while the sun of the future seems 
to fade for earth’s millions, long shadows of death 
and despair seem to reach out bony hands to carry 
away in death God’s likeness, mankind. As all is 
dark, forbidding, and cold, suddenly there is a voice as 
clear as a crystal bell, as pure as God, and as true 
as all righteousness. All eyes turn to see standing 
like the pure rays of the morning sunlight shining 
over the rim of the world, the Son of God. Hear Him 
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Great 


By HARRY MUSHEGAN 


Pastor, Daisy, Tennessee 


as He says, “I will go into the world and prove that 
flesh can conquer the sin of the world and I will 
die for the redemption of these doomed ones, earth’s 
inhabitants.” Then, as one writer describes it, “God 
took the rose of sharon, the lily of the valley and 
wove them together and lowered this bouquet with 
the cords of grace into Bethlehem’s manger.” Then 
this Scripture, John 3:16, was born amidst the lowing 
cattle and the bleating sheep. Truly God’s love was 
the greatest to cause Him to give the best He 
possessed, His own dear Son to hang under the burning 
sun, to be pierced by the hate and envy of devil, 
man and sin, and to be pierced with thorns, nails, 
and spear so that WHOSOEVER might have the Great- 
est Opportunity. 


THAT WHOSOEVER 
“The Greatest Opportunity” 


John 7:37, “In the last day, that great day of the 
feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.” 


THE WORD WHOSOEVER is as wide in 
scope as the term from center to circumference, for 
that is exactly what it implies. Regardless of size, 
stature, looks, creed, race, or wealth, all are welcome 
to accept this great provision of sins forgiven, this re- 
demption, this abounding love. 

This opportunity to ‘whosoever will” is the greatest 
because it is offered to the greatest number of cut- 
throats, thieves, liars, cheats, despisers, abusers, pea- 


sants, wretches, heathen, and even to the beastly. & 








eatest 
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Text 


PART III 


This whosoever says, “No matter what your station 
in life, you can, by your own volition, accept Jesus 
Christ, the greatest Gift, and start afresh.” Yes, be 
changed. The cut-throat becomes the good samari- 
tan; the thief steals no more but earns so that he 
might give to the needy; the cheat sees Jesus and 
turns away from his cheating and deals honorably; 
the despisers see Jesus and the hate melts and love 
blossoms toward all. The abusers become submissive, 
meek, and just; the peasants rise from the dirt floor 
of their humble abode to inherit the mansions of 
light; wretches, cold and miserable, are suddenly 
clothed with the warm clothing of righteousness; 
their wretched, cold, and miserable condition is for- 
ever gone, for they have been with Jesus. The heath- 
en, with his blood sacrifices in human life and his 
canabalistic orgies feasting on the flesh of his fellow 
man, sees Jesus, the Son of God, and becomes a Chris- 
tian. He becomes civilized and is taught in the ways 
of heavenly conduct. The beastly come out of their 
cruel caves and, like the demoniac of Gadara, fall 
down at the feet of Jesus Christ confessing their sins 
and pleading for grace and mercy; then suddenly, 
they look about and see the filthy rags of their 
beastly nature cast into the fiery pit from whence 
they came, and they are clothed in the righteousness 
of God who said, “Whosoever will let him come and 
take of the water of life freely.” Indeed, this is the 
greatest opportunity—to be forgiven of all, transform- 
ed from all, and given all that heaven possesses. And 
what for? Because of our own merit? No, indeed not, 
but because “God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth [The 
Greatest Simplicity] in him should not perish, but have 


e everlasting life.” 


BELIEVETH 
“The Greatest Simplicity” 


Rumans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 


TO BELIEVE IS THE only requirement of 
the Almighty concerning His followers. First, believe 
that God is and that He is a just rewarder of them that 
trust in Him; then follow the principles outlined in the 
Scriptures for holy living and God will not be 
ashamed to call you His children if you come to Him, 
not through your own righteousness, but in the name 
of Jesus Christ and His righteousness. Compare this 
believing with the five major religions of the world 
and you must agree that faith in God’s Word is the 
simplest religious requirement of any in the world. 


IN HIM 


“The Greatest Attraction (Jesus)” 


Philippians 2:9-11, “Wherefore God also hath highly 
exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.” ; 


WE SEE IN CHRIST no slumberer but a 
tremendously zealous follower of the divine wishes of 
His Father. We see a tireless worker and teacher. Such 
men have always called the multitudes about them and 
have commonly been a blessing to them; but no man 
ever wrought as this man Jesus. He alone healed the 
lame, opened the eyes of the blind, loosed the tongues 
of the dumb, strengthened the limbs of the maimed, 
and healed all that came so that the multitude, look- 
ing upon the marvels, glorified the great God of Is- 
rael. 

The Veda of the Brahmans or Hindus has no such 
records of deliverance and salvation. The Zend-Avesta 
of the Parsees or Zoroastrians cannot produce through 
their ancient writings any such an one as Jesus. The 
Confucian texts of the Chinese, which are some of 
the most ancient writings of the world, cannot 
through their sciences, philosophies, and educational 
exhortations produce even one who made the blind 
to see and the tongue of the dumb to sing. The 
Tripitaka, or three collections of Buddhist writings 
which record misery and suffering and a gospel of 
transmigration from one form of life to another until 
finally you do not exist at all, cannot compare with 
the Christ who healed the sick, raised the dead, and 
gave the hungry bread. The Koran, the code of Islam 
or Mohammedanism, can only point to the true facts 
of their history which are war, murder, plunder and 
debauchery. But the Christ, our Jesus, the greatest 
attraction to the greatest number of earth’s people, 
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brings peace, life, gifts, and eternal blessing. Only He 
in all of history has taken time to listen to the pe- 
tition of the disfigured, the lepers, the diseased, and 
the decaying. Only He has taken time out for the 
social outcasts and the poor who could bring Him no 
gold and frankincense. If you imagine any of these 
unwelcome by Jesus, you are mistaken, for the Bible 
records that “He had compassion upon them.” 

He is the sinner’s salvation, the saint’s security, and 
the pilgrim’s safeguard. It is He who has the Word 
of pardon, the Word of peace and the Word of power. 
Suffering for us in weakness, He became the true 
Shepherd, guiding us in faithfulness that He might 
take us to His kingdom where we might reign with 
Him as our King reigning in righteousness. Truly He 
is the greatest attraction for He reconciled us unto 
Himself by the cross. He set us apart for Himself 
by the Spirit. He purified us unto Himself by the 
truth. He subdued all power unto Himself by His 
power that He might present us unto Himself in glory. 
He is our justifier, our defender, our indweller and 
constant companion. Through His name we have re- 
mission of sins, life, and eternal redemption. “Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and was 
made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 





Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 

given him a name which is above every name: That 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; And that every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” 

(Philippians 2:6-11). 

CHRIST IS THE WAY, Men without Him are like 
Cain, vagabonds and wanderers. 

HE IS THE TRUTH, Men are liars without Him and 
are like the devil of old. 

HE IS THE LIGHT, Men without Him walk in dark- 
ness and are dead in trespasses and sin. 

HE IS THE VINE, Without Him you cannot bear 
fruit and are fit only for the burning flame. 

HE IS THE ROCK, To build upon anything less than 
Christ is to be washed away by the flood. 

HE IS THE BREAD AND HE IS THE WATER OF LIFE, 
To be without Him is to thirst and hunger 
eternally, to be with Him is to live. 

HE IS THE ALPHA AND OMEGA, Men without Him 
have neither beginning of good nor end of 
misery. 

HE IS TRULY THE GREATEST ATTRACTION, Much 
better were it not to be than to be without 
Him; better never to be born than to die 
without Him, and to eternally need the Christ, 
Our Saviour, Jesus. (Maryland Tract Society) 

(To be continued) 











THE SIGNS OF TIME 
(Continued from page 5) 
should be placed blocks of stone, 
the corners of which were to be 
fastened by heavy iron clamps. 
Upon the covering, this inscription 
was placed: “This burial place, 
purchased to all eternity, must 
never be opened.” All that human 
power could do to prevent any 
change in that grave was done. 
But a little seed sprouted and 
found its way between the side 
stone and granite slab. Slowly it 
forced its way until the iron 
clamps were torn asunder. The lid 
was raised and is now resting up- 
on the trunk of a large tree. God 
makes no secret of what He can 
do. In His unique way, He turns 

unbelievers’ words into folly. 


Satellite for our Times 


A MAGAZINE recently 
carried a feature article titled, 
“Scientists Are Busy Building Your 
Springboard to Space.” But we 
who are Christians have already 
had our springboards purchased 
with the blood of Christ. 

Previously another satellite was 
seen in the East. It guided wise 
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men to the manger in Bethlehem. 
No man-made satellite can have 
the lasting impact upon the world 
that the star of Bethlehem had. 
Though it is no longer visible in 
the sky, it shines in the hearts 
of men. 

Our greatest defense lies in 
Christ. Radiation may destroy the 
body, but it cannot destroy the 
soul. As evidence, I invite you to 
read Ecclesiastes 3:21: “Who 
knoweth the spirit of man that 
goeth upward, and the spirit of 
the beast that goeth downward 
to the earth?” 

James Russel Lowell wrote, ‘“Be- 
yond the dim unknown, standeth 
God behind the shadow, keeping 
watch above his own.” Isn’t it 
wonderful to have an omnipotent 
God building our springboards? In 
Luke 21:27, Christ tells us how He 
will come for us: “And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great 
glory.” 


Time Is Running Out 


IT IS NOT for me to 
say what lies in store for us; that 
would be speaking where angels 


fear to tread. Rev. Paul Brown 
said, “The vacancy of Christ leaves 
a vacuum for sin. This vacuum 
has been filled with hatred and 
greed.” It is the duty of us Chris- 
tians to fill this vacuum with 
Christ. We do not have time to 
stand glorying in our perpetua- 
tion. “Therefore said he [Christ] 
unto them, The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few: 
pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest” (Luke 
10:2). 

Millions are stumbling in dark- 
ness. They have not heard of 
Christ. All Christians are called to 
be ministers for Christ. If this 
world is to be saved from destruc- 
tion, it will be God’s people who 
save it, and not armament or dis- 
armament. If God sees fit to save 
this world, nothing can destroy it. 
God would have spared Sodom if 
ten righteous men had been found. 
It is our duty to increase the 
number of righteous men. 

Let us point others to the East, 
not toward Russian satellites, but 
toward Christ who has been a 
beacon to stumbling feet for al- 
most two thousand years. 














THE CHAMBERS OF 
IMAGINATION 
(Continued from page 7) 
1:13-15: “Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God: for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth he any 
man: But every man is tempted, 
when he is drawn away of his 
own lust, and enticed. Then when 
lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.” 
What is my part; what is your 
part? “Casting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity 
EVERY thought to the obedience 
of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
What was the very cause of 
man’s going against God in the 
days of Ezekiel, and in this and 
every other generation? I believe 
there are three very important 
factors that we must not overlook. 
The first is the fact that their 
works were done in darkness. Man 
knew that his contemporaries 
could not see his wickedness; he 
felt safe and secure from all ex- 
posure. Second, a practical disbe- 
lief in God’s infinite knowledge 
lay at the bottom. They were so 
possessed by their lust and sin 
that they had lost all conscious- 
ness of God’s infinite and supreme 
attributes. Last, but by no means 
the least, they laid their reasons 
of sinning on God in that they 
said, “God hath forsaken us!” 
Man very seldom is willing to take 
the real responsibility and blame 
that he is due. Contrary to a lot 
of viewpoints, God does care for 
you, and He is very much con- 
cerned about your devotion to and 

love for Him. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God” (Matthew 
5:8). Anything short of that will 
never please Him. “For to be 
carnally minded is death, but to 
be spiritually minded is life and 
peace. Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So then they that 
are in the flesh cannot please 
God” (Romans 8:6-8). Never be- 
fore have we seen backsliding as 


te we see it today. There are Sunday 





School teachers, superintendents, 
laity, and pastors today who are 
too little concerned about their 
own spirituality. Indigence and in- 
dulgence are the two extremes of 
wretchedness; they are both equal- 
ly unnatural and are the results 
of mental disorder. Good thoughts 
and actions can never produce bad 
results, just as bad thoughts and 
actions can never produce good 
results. Nothing can come from 
tomatoes but tomatoes; nothing 
from corn but corn; nothing from 
nettles but nettles. Men are 
anxious to improve their circum- 
stances, but oh! so unwilling to 
improve themselves. 

Law, not confusion, is the domi- 
nating principle in the universe; 
justice, not injustice, is the soul 
and substance of life; righteous- 
ness, not corruption is the mold- 
ing and moving force in the 
spiritual government of the world. 
Let a man RADICALLY alter his 
thoughts, and he will be aston- 
ished at the rapid transformation 
that will take place in his spiritual 
life, as well as in the material 
conditions that surround his life. 
WHAT WE NEED TODAY IS A 
COMPLETE BREAK FROM SIN! 
We need to separate ourselves 
from those little petty, insignifi- 
cant hindrances that we think do 
not amount to anything. Notice 
the explicit admonition of He- 
brews 12:1, “Wherefore seeing we 
also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, LET 
US LAY ASIDE EVERY WEIGHT, 
and the SIN which doth so easily 
beset us, and let us run with pa- 
tience the race that is set before 
us.” The body is the servant of 
the mind! 


One night a young man in a 
certain city was walking down an 
alley behind an apartment build- 
ing. Noticing a lighted window 
several stories up, he climbed the 
fire escape and peered through 
the window. A young lady pos- 
sessed the apartment. Seeing that 
she was alone, he tried to break in, 
with the thoughts of committing 
an assault. The window was se- 
curely fastened and the young 
lady had time to call the police, 
who arrived in time to prevent a 
terrible injustice to the young 


woman. After a complete inter- 
rogation at the police station, they 
carried the boy home. The parents 
seemed shocked and _ surprised; 
they just could not believe that 
their son would do such a thing. 
Receiving permission to look 
around the boy’s room, the police 
found the answer. Stuck on the 
walls were pictures of nude and 
semi-nude women; on the book- 
shelves were murder mysteries and 
novels with vice, depravity, vul- 
garity, and lewdness smeared from 
one page to the other. These were 
the things that destroyed his 
morals, his character, his stand- 
ard of ethics; these lay at the 
bottom of his sin. 

Dr. Nicholas G. Frignito, noted 
psychiatrist and medical director 
of the municipal court of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, stated, 
“Filthy ideas implanted in the 
immature minds of children have 
IMPELLED THEM TO CRIME, and 
are largely responsible for the in- 
crease in sex crimes committed 
by young people.” Dr. Frignito tes- 
tified that 50 per cent of the chil- 
dren brought before the municipal 
court have purchased, or have had 
access to, pornographic (lewd) 
literature. He stated, “Children 
from the ages of nine to fourteen 
are most affected by this indecent 
material.” 

Permit me to reiterate, “As a 
man thinketh in his heart, so is 
he.” Let us protect our heritage, 
our young people, and our chil- 
dren by placing before them the 
right reading material. Let us 
watch our reveries and guard our 
imaginations. Beware of anything 
that tends to defile the imagina- 
tion—impure thoughts, actions, 
pictures, companionships, or litera- 
ture. Let us keep a living faith 
in God! 


It is not wrong for a pupil to dis- 
agree with the teacher. But there 
is a hostile way of doing it, and a 
sympathetic way. Do it the sympa- 
thetic way. Show a child that 
teaching is not easy. Teach your 
child that “Thou shalt honor” ap- 
plies to the teacher, because the 
teacher takes a parent’s place. The 
child should honor the teacher for 
Jesus’ sake. — THE CHRISTIAN 
— Magazine, Glen Ellyn, Illi- 
nois. 
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HIS CHURCH 


Recently a huge U.S. Army truck 
pulled into the little village of 
Krehwinkel. All the villagers were 
peering from all directions to see 
what was about to happen. The 
truck stopped in front of my house 
and two soldiers (Robert Orr, N.C.; 
Jerry Jackson, Ind.) jumped out. 
They had a great surprise for me. 
They had telephoned to be sure we 
were at home, and we were anx- 
iously awaiting. Guess what was in 
the truck! Well, there were 40 beds, 
40 mattresses, and 71 blankets. 
What a happy surprise! 

Earlier I had visited the army 
camp and preached to the little 
group Brother Orr had got together 
or egg I asked if they could 
help me. We were expecting a good 
increase in students in the school 
for the coming term. This first 
term we were filled to capacity. 
With an expected double in- 
crease, we must acquire more 
rooms, and that called for beds. It 
would be ideal to buy surplus oe 
goods at a reasonable price. 
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U. S. SERVICEMEN SERVING GOD AND PROMOTING 
IN GERMANY. 








would be much cheaper than pe 
chases on the German market. 

These brethren were very coop- 
erative. One of them accompanied 
me to an office to investigate. It 
seemed it would not be possible to 
get anything here at this time. One 
of the officers kept watching me 
and finally asked, “What church 
does your school represent?” I an- 
swered, “I’m the president of the 
Church of God Bible Seminary.” 
His face lit up as he told of 
own brother and other relatives 
who were Church of God preach- 
ers. Turning to the other officer he 
said, “We must help this man. He 
is representing the Church of God. 
My people back home are Church 
of God and he knows them.” Im- 
mediately the officer made a long 
distance call to arrange matters, 
and gerne to notify me of the 
results. 

I was away to meet Brother 
Cross, Brother Aultman and Broth- 
er Perkins in Paris. After these 
brethren left, I wondered why I 


never heard from this prospect. I 


wrote a letter, but got no response. 
Had my hopes failed me? What 
had happened? Here’s the answer. 
Brother Orr and his men had gone 
to the bank and borrowed enough 
money to pay for the beds, bor- 
rowed a truck and later delivered 
them to the school. 

I am reminded of Mordecai’s 
words to Esther, “Who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this.” Such 
men as these are not in Germany 
to serve the U.S. Armed Forces 
alone. They are doing a fine job 
serving God and promotin 
Church. At home, our people are 
often moved during a missions 
service and are filled with good in- 
tentions. Then some of them are 
sent here to the missions field with 
the Armed Services. Being uproot- 
ed from church and home, many 
of them do get discouraged and 
lose the victory. However, I want to 
sound a note of praise and ap- 
preciation for those who are re- 
maining true to the Master. Some 
have sent money to the school to 
help meet its many expenses. Oth- 
ers have given money to help 
worthy students who are coming 
on faith. Some are serving in one 
way and some in another. 

I should’ especially mention 
Brother and Sister Lucus Matthews 
from Florida. They could have 
taken the line of least resistance 
and escaped some hard work and 
hardships. Instead, they overcame 
all opposition and got a group of 
full-gospel believers together for 
weekly worship. God opened their 
eyes to the opportunities around 
them. As Dorcas did, so did they. 
Their efforts were directed toward 
pen ge others for God’s a. They 
sent several hundred dollars to the 
school during the first term. They 
have returned to the States now 
and are stationed at Ft. Benning, 
Georgia, but God has replaced 
them with Brother and Sister 
Humphries from N.C., and others. 

There is a tremendous need 
among our servicemen here in 
Germany. The nominal chapel 
services designed for all Protestant 
faiths do not meet the spiritual 
needs of our Spirit-filled people. 
Their hearts grow hungry for Holy- 
Ghost-anointed services. A number 
of our church people from the US. 
have written asking the addresses 
of our German churches, or re- 
quested that the German pastors 
visit their sons in the army camps. 
It must be remembered that all of 
our Church of God services here in 
this country are conducted in the 
German language and the Ameri- 
cans cannot understand. Our - 
tors here speak German, not Eng- 
lish. Though we have some won- 
derful churches in Germany this 
does not help our servicemen much 
because of the language barrier. 























Because of these existing circum- 
stances, I have tried to do some- 
thing about it. We are now ar- 

periodical services here at 
the school for our servicemen and 
their families. American holidays 
are ideal because many of the men 
are off duty and can come to an 
old-fashioned camp meeting serv- 
ice. On July 4, we had a most 
glorious time of fellowship. There 
was a good attendance. Our next 
service was planned for Labor Day, 
September 7, 1959. Walter and Bob- 
bie Lauster have helped greatly in 
giving us addresses and in many 
other ways. 

Some families in the States have 
written about their loved ones here. 
I this appeal to all Evangel 
readers. Please send us the names 
and addresses of all your acquaint- 
ances who would be interested in 
the Church of God services in Eng- 
lish. Many of our contacts have 
been transferred back to the U.S.A. 
and we need new contacts. It also 
oy us if you write your boys 
giving them our address and tele- 
phone number. The Scripture says 
we are “workers together wi 
God.” We can give them the spirit- 
ual help they need so badly; then 
they can give us material help 
which we need so much. 

At present, we are conducting a 
tent revival that is causing con- 
siderable interest. We praise the 
Lord for His many blessings upon 
us and ask your prayers for His 
guidance in days to come. While 
we are carrying on here the De- 
Longs are conducting the youth 
cam the Allgau, a resort area 
on the Austrian border. They are 
doing a fine work there. Brother 
and Sister Herman Lauster are 
preaching a revival in Schaffhaus- 
en, Switzerland. It looks like the 
Church of God is now coming to 
that beautiful country. Walter and 
Bobbie Lauster are advancing the 
cause in the Saar Basin with con- 
siderable success. The fields are 
truly white unto harvest, but the 
laborers are few. Pray for us. 

—E. Lamar McDaniel, 
Assistant Overseer, Germany 
Krehwinkel b. Schorndorf 
Wurttemberg-Germany 
Telephone: Rudersberg 291 


1959 Oklahoma Camp 
Meeting 

The Church of God in Okla- 
homa met for another great an- 
nual camp meeting and state con- 
vention July 6-11, at the beauti- 
ful campground near Chandler. 
This was not just another con- 
vention. Other camp meetings have 
been great, but there was some- 
thing wonderfully special about the 
Oklahoma Camp Meeting this year. 
This was a great revival and evan- 
gelistic campaign; the singing was 
soul-stirring; we had a compas- 


sionate missions rally. It seems the 
—— of these, divinely organ- 

ed, can truly be called a great 
camp meeting. 

Each day’s services an with 
the “hour of prayer” at 7:30 each 
morning. These prayer meetings no 
doubt contributed much to the 
success of the other services 
throughout the camp meeting. The 
next service each day, through- 
out the entire meeting, was 
a Bible study conducted by our able 
camp meeting speaker, Brother 
Wade H. Horton, Overseer of Mis- 
—: Brother Horton chose as 
his eme for these lectures the 
seven churches as given in the book 
of Revelation. God’s Spirit moved 
mightily in these studies each 
morning as Brother Horton so ef- 
ficiently expounded the wonderful 
truths in the Word of God. 


You should have been in the 
evening services to know the real 
blessings of these Spirit-filled ser- 
mons that Brother Horton 
preached each evening. Also the 
choir singing and spe numbers 
were very inspiring and uplifting. 
The results in the altar services 
were gratifying with souls being 
saved, sanctified, and filled with 
the Holy Ghost. Also there were 
sick folks touched by God’s divine 
healing power. We praise God for 
a man like Brother Horton who is 
able to teach God’s Word in such 
a convincing manner, and who 
—_ upon his Christian convic- 

ons. 


The Saturday morning missions 
service was outstanding in every 
way. There was a deep compassion- 
ate feeling expressed for the cause, 
and Bro. T. R. Morse, Foreign Mis- 
sions Representative, blessed every 
heart with his soul-stirring mis- 
sions message. The financial re- 
sults far surpassed all expectations, 
for which we humbly thank God. 


Youth Day on Friday was a spe- 
cial feature of the camp meeting. 
Brother James Madison, State Sun- 
day School and Youth Director, 
and the youth of Oklahoma are to 
be praised for the great achieve- 
ments made in this department. 
Our National Director, Brother 
Polen, challenged our hearts with 
a fitting message entitled “We Have 
a Vacancy.” For social activity, the 
youth of Oklahoma enjoyed a ban- 
quet, graced also by the presence 
of Brother Polen, at the Howard 
Johnson Restaurant. This is said 
to have been the first banquet of 
this kind in the nation the 
Church of God. Under the leader- 
ship of Brother Madison, surely the 
youth of Oklahoma will go forward 
for Christ. 

Our camp meeting was certainly 
enriched by the presence of the 
visiti ministers. It was such a 
treat have Brother James A. 
Cross, our General Overseer with 


us. His message on “How We 
Should Live in View of Christ’s 
Soon Return” was just the mes- 
sage of the hour. We were glad to 
have Evangelist James Poe Jack- 
son from Tennessee in our serv- 
ices and we thoroughly enjoyed 
his message. Other ministers from 
neighboring states added much to 
our camp meeting. 

No one individual could possibly 
be responsible for such a antic 
success as we feel the Oklahoma 
Camp Meeting was, but we do feel 
that our state overseer, Brother 
Hodges, as moderator and director 
of these — services, deserves 
commendation along with all the 
serving committees. God was our 
helper and to Him be all the 
praise. 

In the month of July all rec- 
ords in spiritual results were brok- 
en. The tide of evangelism is run- 
ning high. These results could on- 
ly come with the cooperation of all 
the ministers and laymen in the 
State of Oklahoma. 


Suddenly a Sound From 
Heaven 


AKRON, Ohio—Faith was high, 
consecration was deep, fastings 
were often, prayer was continual; 
a mighty move of God was on. 
The T. L. Lowery Evangelistic 
Party had come to town under 
a big tent to bless our people. 
From the first night we knew 
was it! The revival, long awaited 
in the Akron area, had arrived. 
Folks of all faiths came from far 
and near to see and feel the move 
of God. Night after night many 
were slain by the power of the 
Lord. It reminds one of the Fin- 
ney revivals of yesteryears. Anx- 
ious souls were waiting to see 
their loved ones saved or filled 
with the Spirit. Our hearts were 
thrilled each night as we heard 
this man of God speak. Brother 
Lowery is a well-balanced gospel 
season The Word had its effect 
hrough anointed lips as we saw 
hardened sinners, cold backsliders, 
and lukewarm carnal Christians 
rush to the altar night after night. 

A young boy about twelve years 
old who occasionally attends our 
Sunday School had never breathed 


throu; his nose until Brother 
Lowery prayed for him. One of 
our Sunday School teachers who 


had been unable to smell for more 
than a year was instantly healed. 
Grandmother Davis was instantly 
healed after the prayer of faith. 
Folks, God is greater than you 
think! On the last Sunday after- 
noon of the meeting, one hundred 
thirty-seven were baptized in 
water. —Doyle Stanfield, reporter 
—Chairman, Publicity Committee 
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revivals 


Three-week Revival at 
Blue Ridge 


BLUE RIDGE, Ga.—The Blue 
Ridge Church of God just closed a 
3-week revival with the Rev. Curtis 
Wood as the evangelist. There were 
7 saved, 7 sanctified, 16 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 21 added to the 
church and 13 baptized in water. 

—Rev. J. A. Tarpley, pastor 


Several Saved at Fort Pierce 


FT. PIERCE, Fla.—I would like 
to report that we have just closed 
a three-week revival with Don 
Anderson from Jacksonville. We 
have had a wonderful time. Sev- 
eral young people were saved and 
one young girl received the Bap- 
tism. This was truly a wonderful 
revival. —Carl Woody, reporter 


Thirty-one Saved in Revival 
at Nerman, Oklahoma 


NORMAN, Okla.—I would like to 
report a very successful revival 
which was recently closed at our 
church at Norman, Oklahoma, 
where Brother Roy L. Gay is the 
pastor. Brother James P. Jackson 
was the evangelist. Thirty-one 
souls were saved, 17 sanctified, 15 
filled with the Holy Ghost and 7 
were added to the church. Many 
others were greatly blessed and re- 
newed under Brother Jackson’s 
anointed ministry. The evange- 
list’s family was a blessing to us 
and we would recommend them to 


others. —Allie Gass, reporter 


Two-week Revival at LaFrance 


LaFRANCE, S.C.—The LaFrance 
Church of God, pastored by Rev. 
J. W. Watkins, has had 2 weeks of 
inspiring messages brought to them 
by Rev. Douglas Morgan. ~— 
the revival 5 were saved, 1 receiv 
the Holy Ghost, 8 were baptized in 
water and 5 united with the church. 

Rev. Morgan, ori y from 
Westminster, attends Lee College 
in Cleveland, Tennessee. 

—Romelle Quarles, reporter 
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Tent Revival in Canton, Ohio 


CANTON, Ohio—The Canton 
churches and district just closed 
a highly successful two-week sal- 
vation and healing tent revival 
conducted by the T. L. Lowery 
Evangelistic Party. 

It was marvelous to see how God 
poured out His Spirit upon the 
people each night. The Holy Ghost 
moved in a mighty, miraculous 
way. We have never heard more 
anointed, inspired, and compas- 
Sionate messages than were de- 
livered by Brother Lowery. 

Each night the message stirred 
our hearts, and we as Christians 
were drawn closer to God. Con- 
viction seized the hearts of the 
unsaved. Many were saved, sanc- 
tified, and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. 

Our hearts thrilled at the in- 
spiring and uplifting messages in 
song rendered by Rev. Herb Wine- 
gar. His anointed singing blessed 
and enriched our souls. 

Many outstanding miracles of 
healing took place nightly. One 
young girl had a defective heart. 
The doctor had told her that she 
must never fail to take her medi- 
cine, but when Brother Lowery 
prayed for her, God healed her 
completely. She is not taking her 
medicine. Praise God for His heal- 
ing power! Another man was 
totally disabled and could not 
work, but after Brother Lowery 
prayed for him, he ran up and 
down the aisle of the tent. He 
was checked by his doctor and 
—= permission to return to 
work. 


After two glorious weeks of re- 
vival under the tent, we were 
privileged to have Brother Lowery 
come to our church for four 
nights. Neighboring churches for 
many miles around felt the im- 
pact of the revival. 


A crowning event of the revival 
was the glorious baptismal service 
on Sunday afternoon of the clos- 
ne day. There were seventy who 
followed the Lord in water bap- 
tsim. 

Words seem inadequate to ex- 

ress what this revival has meant 

us in Canton. Time and eternity 
will reveal all the good that was 
accomplished. Thank God for 





Spirit-filled men who preach an 
uncompromising gospel! 

We are praying for and looking 
forward to the time when we will 
again be blessed by the ministry 
of the T. L. Lowery Evangelistic 
Party. —John Schrade, reporter 


Revival Short But Successful 


TORRINGTON, Wyo—dJuly 26 
the Torrington Church of God 
closed a seven-night revival with 
Rev. G. A. McCurry of Biltmore, 
North Carolina. During this short 
period, there were 9 saved and 
sanctified, 2 received the Baptism 
of the Holy Ghost and 5 (adults) 
were added to the church. A host 
of pute renewed their experience 
and sought a closer walk with the 
Lord. There were several who tes- 
tified to being healed of various 
diseases and illnesses. Brother Mc- 
Curry delivered soul-stirring mes- 
sages each night under the anoint- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. 

Truly, we thank God for this 
great man. We want to thank 
Brother Byrd and the State of 
North Carolina for making it pos- 
sible for him to come our way. 

The Sunday School attendance 
and Hy we | records were broken 
during Brother McCurry’s stay in 
Torrington. 

—Rev. Fred Herring; pastor 


—— — 


Revival Spirit Still Prevails 


LAKE PLACID, Fla.—The Lake 
Placid Church of God has been 
blessed with the best revival in the 
history of the church. Rev. Bill 
Long from Rome, Georgia, was the 
evangelist. Every night the Lord 
blessed with the gifts of the Spirit 
being manifested through the min- 
istry of Brother Long. There were 
30 saved, 24 sanctified, 21 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, 21 united 
with the church and 38 baptized 
in water. 

The revival is still going although 
the evangelist is gone, because he 
— every night that we might 

ave our faith in Jesus and not in 
man. Every church that can secure 
the services of Rev. Long will be 
blessed. Pray for our church at 
Lake Placid. 

—D. R. Gaut, pastor 


Ten Saved in Revival 
at Pikeville 


PIKEVILLE, Tenn.—Pikeville had 

a great revival with Brother and 
Sister Gene Burgess. Ten souls were 
saved, 3 sanctified, 3 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 3 baptized in wa- 
ter and 3 added to the church. 
—E. E. Combs, reporter 





























Churches Aid Needy on 
Red Target Quemoy 


TAIPEI, TAIWAN —Natives of 
nearby Quemoy, the small island 
now under heavy shelling from the 
Chinese Communist mainland, sit 
patiently on the ground as they 
await distribution of food from 
Protestant relief agencies. Relief 
supplies are provided regularly to 
more that 5,000 of the most needy 
on Quemoy in a joint program by 
Church World Service-Lutheran 
World Relief. American churches 
contribute through CWS, relief 
agency of the National Council of 
Churches. 


Southern Baptists Enter 40th 
Country 


With their entrance into Nyasa- 
land, in Central Africa, the Sou- 
thern Baptists can now count 40 
countries and territories among 
their mission fields. (EP) 


The Alcoholics Among Us 


WASHINGTON, D.C. (EP)—The 
United States is producing alcohol- 
ics at the rate of more than 1,200 
a day—over 50 an hour around 
the clock. 

This startling assertion was made 
by Dr. Andrew C. Ivy, chairman 
of the Department of Clinical 
Sciences, University of Illinois, at 
the fourth annual Institute of 
Scientific Studies for Prevention of 
Alcoholism held at American Uni- 
versity here in Aug. 

“Alcoholism” said Dr. Ivy, “is now 
the nation’s number three health 
problem from the standpoint of 
incidence, lives lost and people dis- 
abled.” He said that it ranks im- 
mediately behind heart disease and 
cancer in these respects. 

Other sobering statistics he pre- 
sented: 

The life expectancy of alcoholics 
is 20 years less than the national 
average. ... 

Over 8,000,000 Americans are af- 


* fected by alcoholism, with 5,000,000 


of these outright alcoholics and 
the remaining 3,000,000 “pre-alco- 
holic problem drinkers.”. .. . 
Some 350,000 alcoholics die each 
year—with an average life span 
of 51 years (compared with about 
70 years for non-drinkers). . . 
But Dr. Ivy could point ‘to one 
bright spot: a 13 per cent decrease 
in alcohol drinkers in the past 12 
ears. Most of this decline can 
e traced to women, he said, who 
“increasingly ... are deciding it’s 
not worth the price to keep up 
with the hard-pouring Joneses.” 








ALASKA AND HAWAII GET “STATE HOUSE BIBLES” 


NEW YORK—‘“State House Bi- 
bles” were presented to Alaska and 
Hawaii by Rev. James Z. Net- 
tinga, an executive secretary of 
the American Bible Society, at its 
143rd annual meeting in New 
York. Shown accepting the Bibles 
on behalf of their governors are 
Dr. J. Earl Jackman (left), sec- 





retary for Alaska, United Presby- 
terian Board of National Missions, 
and Kei Yamato, president, Or- 
chids of Hawaii, Inc. The presen- 
tation also included Scriptures in 
the principal languages spoken in 
those states. 


—Religious News Service Photo 
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IT 1S READY! : 


“OUR FAITH?” 
by Ralph E Day 








—the manua: of instruction in the faith of our church for young people, 


ages 12-24 years 


Some Suggested Uses: 





@ Each church should stock a supply of this manual and present a copy to each new church member. 
@ Every Church of God family should have one of these manuals in the home for use in family worship. 


@ By memorizing one question and answer per week, the contents of this manual can be memorized 
in three years. 


@ Use in “Know Your Church” Week. 
@ S. S. Teachers can use this manual as a class memorization project. 


@ One of these manuals can be presented to all children in the church in a special ceremony when 
they reach the age of twelve. 


@ Y.P.E. Presidents can use this book as a Y.P.E. Memorization Project. 
@ Pastors may use it to conduct a one-hour study class for young people each Saturday morning. 


. Included in the book is a “My Record” score sheet to record memorization progress and 


a “Certificate of Award” to be signed by the pastor, Sunday School Superintendent and parent 
and presented to each young person when memorization is successfully completed. 


Price of This Book Only 


50> per copy — $45.00 per 100 
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